
Reflection of Zechariah by Fr. John Yanas 

Only recently I learned that for many of the plays of William Shakespeare a pair of minor characters prepares 

the way for the lead roles to take the stage. In the mind of the great playwright, they are not an afterthought, 

but key players in the unfolding of the story of our salvation. To use a culinary metaphor, the supporting cast 

is the appetizer and the principal characters of the play the main course. 

Before the main drama surrounding Jesus, Mary and Joseph begins, this first scene in the Gospel of Luke 

introduces us to an important supporting cast: Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth, an elderly Jewish couple. The 

story begins in an atmosphere of the best piety in the Old Testament. 

It is generally rare to hear of this remarkable couple introduced to us by the Evangelist. They largely remain in 

the shadows, even in our day. For example, in the traditional hymns of the advent season, there is seldom a 

mention of them. 

Certainly their role in the history of salvation is not without significance. The child promised to Zechariah by 

the angel in the holy place of the temple would be the direct herald of the long awaited Messiah and the king 

of Kings. His name is familiar to us: John the Baptist. 

Zechariah, whose name means “the Lord remembers”, was a priest of the Jerusalem temple during the reign 

of King Herod. He and his wife were for Saint Luke the representatives of the best of the religion of Israel. They 

were righteous before God and walked blamelessly in all the commandments. 

Zechariah was a man of prayer. We just heard of the power of prayer in this evening’s second reading 

“There appeared to Zechariah an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. On seeing 

him, Zechariah was startled and fear fell upon him. However, the angel said to him: do not be afraid, Zechariah 

for your prayer is heard.” 

Zechariah’s unspoken prayer was for a child. 

But, like us, he was a flawed human being. A messenger from heaven brings the priest some astonishing news: 

“your wife will bear a son and you will name him John”. He doubted. He responds, “How will I know that this is 

so? For I am an old man and my wife is getting on in years (Lk. 1:18).”. It is a question we might ask in a similar 

situation. Our response might be, “Get real! “That’s impossible”. 

But all things are possible for the one who believes. 

In 1929, the Motion picture academy of Arts and Sciences, awarded their first best actor and actress awards to 

those deemed worthy by their peers in the industry. It was not until years later that the Academy chose to 

recognize outstanding performances in a supporting role. It was a wise decision. 

 Today, two remarkable biblical figures emerge from the shadows and are duly recognized for their 

indispensable roles on the world stage. 

 

 



Reflection of Elizabeth by Fr. John Yanas 

Several years ago, a cousin of mine, now deceased, asked if I would be open to speak to a 
support group of young, infertile women who longed to conceive a child. She suggested I give 
them the Church’s teaching on this most sensitive subject. I agreed to speak to the group. 

It turned out to be a painful learning experience. Many of the women were in tears. Although I 
gave them an accurate summary of what the church teaches on the subject of infertility, I 
realized after the meeting that I had failed miserably. I made an attempt to engage their minds 
but did not make an effort to speak to their hearts. I suspect my words fell on deaf ears. 

In the cultural world of the Old Testament, Jews considered barrenness a sign of God’s 
disfavor. 

One is reminded of the godly women of the Old Testament--- such as Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel 
and Hannah—who suffered from barrenness until god miraculously blessed them with a child 

 In the first chapter of Luke, we read, “But they had no child, for Elizabeth was barren and both 
had grown elderly.” The age of the parents underscores their sorrow and despair. It seemed 
like the end. The childless state of the couple Zechariah and Elizabeth, their advanced age and 
the infertility of Elizabeth present a situation of shame and human hopelessness about the 
future. 

Indeed, husbands had the authority to dismiss their wives on account of their sterility. Jews 
stressed the importance of having an heir to assure the survival of God’s chosen people. 
Children are blessing in a Jewish household. Zechariah and his wife must have wondered why 
God left them childless for so long.  

The stage is now set for the loving and merciful intervention of God. 

An angel of the Lord appeared to Zechariah and said to him, “Your wife Elizabeth will provide 
you with a son. You will give him the name John. You will experience joy and gladness. Many 
will rejoice at his birth”. 

The child, John the Baptist belongs to a long line of offspring born through a miraculous act of 
God for whom nothing is impossible. 

The scene ends on a note of gratitude. Elizabeth recognizes what the Lord has done for her 
and she gives praise for the way God reverses human expectation. The humanly impossible 
becomes possible with God. 

Elizabeth, a woman seemingly beyond her child bearing years, represent the possibilities of 
those who trust in God. 

 

 



Reflection on John the Baptist by Father Ken Doyle on John 1:6-18 

Every Year, the readings at Masses on Christmas are the same. And at the Mass during 
Christmas day, this reading from the first chapter of John's Gospel is used. Many people are 
puzzled by that. This Reading is abstract and deeply theological. Most people do not 
understand it as having anything to do with Christmas or the Christmas story. I've even known 
priests who have read additionally the Gospel passages in Matthew or Luke so that people 
would know they were talking about Christmas. But this prologue to John's Gospel does 
indeed focus on Christmas, and it proclaims God's unfathomable love for his people. He who 
was with God from the very beginning, He through whom the world was made, has now come 
into the very midst of the human race---to share fully in the human condition, to be a part of 
our joys and sorrows, to be one with us in both our living and our dying. Whereas the Hebrew 
tradition had celebrated the glory of God's dwelling with his people through signs and 
wonders in the desert of Sinai or in the Temple of Jerusalem, now God has gone to the 
ultimate length possible: God has become one of the very people he wants to save. To me the 
heart of this entire passage is defined in verse 14: "And the Word became flesh and made His 
dwelling among us, and we saw His glory, the glory as of the Father's only Son, full of grace 
and truth." And I love the literal meaning of that passage in John's original Greek. Literally 
translated the words " He has made His dwelling among us" are translated "He has pitched His 
tent with ours." What could be more affirming than that? The Lord of the Universe---the Savior 
of the human race --- has come next door to us, right in our own neighborhood? This is how 
much he wants to be part of our lives. 

 

Reflection on Isaiah by Father Ken Doyle 

Isaiah is the prophet who guides our journey through Advent as we prepare for Christmas. This 
is the season of joyful anticipation, as we look forward to the coming of the Messiah. It is a 
time to turn away from sin and to receive forgiveness, to follow the promptings of the Holy 
Spirit and walk in the ways of peace. Isaiah tells us in the words of prophecy, about the coming 
of Immanuel, the God-with-us. "The virgin shall be with child" he says, "and bear a son." Isaiah 
is the most quoted prophet of Advent. In the Three year cycle of the lectionary, there is a total 
of 12 Advent Sundays, and readings from Isaiah are proclaimed on seven of these Sundays. All 
around us, as the business of the world's preparation for Christmas enters its full December 
fur, it might be good for us to step aside to quiet our hearts, and to reflect. Christmas is not 
only a time for remembering gifts for those we love; it is also a time for remembering some of 
the gifts that God gave us at the first Christmas. What are some of the gifts at the Incarnation? 
The first, of course, is the gift of Jesus, the light of the world---the light that shines into the 
darkness and confusion of our lives. Our Christmas decorations of light---whether electric 
bulbs or candles in our windows---remind us of the light which Jesus brings. Next is the gift of 
Mary and Joseph. What they show us is the importance of preparing. God had prepared Mary, 
and Mary prepared Joseph, for the birth of the Christ Child. Because their hearts were cleared 



of distraction and open to God's invitation, it was their arms that God chose to embrace the 
Christ Child. It was their hands God picked to wrap up the Infant Jesus in swaddling clothes to 
keep him safe from the cold. The third Christmas gift is the gift of the shepherds. What they 
brought to Jesus was something very precious: the quality of wonder. When these simple 
uneducated men of the fields heard the angel, they arose quickly and went to Bethlehem. 
They probably went empty-handed, for they had little of life's possessions, but their hearts 
were filled with awe. And finally, there was the gift of joy. Over and over in the Gospel 
accounts Christmas, we meet that word--- it is in the angels' announcement itself: Fear not, I 
bring you tidings of great joy." To a world searching for a Savior, the Christ Child brought 
ultimate Good News. The prophet Baruch hints at this saying "Take off the robe of mourning... 
and rejoice that you are remembered by God." For anxious people at this hectic time of year, 
what thought could be more arresting than that--- that we are "remembered by God"? The 
startling revelation is this: Jesus is the pathway to the divine, the route to the purest 
happiness---that even when we die, we won't stay dead for long because Christ offers us life 
that is eternal and joy that never ends. I like what Fredrich Nietzche, the German philosopher, 
said: "If Christians believed what they say, wouldn't they smile more than they do?" These 
days before Christmas, I think, are days when Christians should smile a lot. The best present of 
al is not wrapped in silver and tied with bows---it's the message Jesus brings that God is on our 
side and that we are made to live forever. You could hardly ask for a nicer gift than that. 

 

 


